(Scottish National Orchestra, p. 3) 


page 10 of Intermezzo, November 1975. Serious, dense, Ivesian 
music, now Debussy, now Ives, heraldic--Aurora and the dialectic 
is between night and day and the dialectic is between works in 
existence and works in progress and the composer accepted the 
applause of the audience and was recalled and accepted the 


applause of the audience. Variations on an Original Theme, Opus 


36 ("Enigma") of Edward Elgar. June 19, 1899 and Hans Richter 
conducted the world première of Enigma Variations in St. James’ 
Hall, London and "I have sketched for their amusement and mine, 
the idiosyncrasies of fourteen of my friends, not necessarily 
musicians; but this is a personal matter and need not have been 
mentioned publicly. The Variations should stand simply as a 
"piece" of music. The Enigma I will not explain--its 'dark 
saying' must be left unguessed"said Elgar. Caroline Alice Roberts, 
Hew David Steuart-Powell, Richard Baxter Townshend, William Meath 
Baker, Richard P. Arnold, Isabel Fitton, Arthur Troyte Griffith, 
Winifred Norbury, A. J. Jaeger, Dora Penny, George Roberts Sinclair, 
Basil G. Nevinson, Lady Mary Lygon, Edward Elgar. Fourteen 
variations and the principal theme is played by the strings in 
the opening measures and Elgar has suggested that "through and 
over the whole set another larger theme ‘goes' but it is not 
played" and some say it is "Auld Lang Syne" and Elgar said no 

and Henry E. Krehbiel suggests it is a motive from Parsifal and 
the "silent accompaniment" to each of the variations is Edward 
Elgar and these are fourteen people in terms of whom Elgar 
defines himself and the fourteenth variation is "moi voyant moi" 
and from the death of Henry Purcell on November 21, 1695 until 
the final decades of the nineteenth century England produced no 
great composers comparable to those on the continent and why is 
that the case and then on June 19, 1899 Edward Elgar's Variations 
on an Original Theme, Opus 36 was presented to the world and 

a renaissance of English music began, Two hundred years and 

why did England not produce great composers comparable to those 
on the continent during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries: 


Two Stuarts and six Hanovers and no great English composers why. 


(Carnegie Hall: 11-21-75) 





